

















Meeting Strangers

in and sit down. He had a lime green mohawk haircut and leather
jacket. She also wore a leather jacket and had rings hanging off
many parts of her body. It was very interesting observing the regular
church members as they came in. Once they had seen the couple
they walked to another part of the hall to sit down. After watching
what was happening for a few minutes I went over, introduced
myself, made some comments about his hair (jokingly asking him
if a haircut like that would suit me!) and let him know that I was
pleased to see them there. He responded a little. She only grunted
and tried to ignore me. I don’t remember what I preached on that
morning, but something must have impressed the couple, for they
returned again to the evening service. Again I went to talk to them
and got a little better reception than I had that morning. As I
preached the Holy Spirit gave me a word of knowledge about that
young man; how God was going to call him to a unique ministry
of reaching a certain type of people most of us would never reach.
He lit up and responded in a positive way. At the end of the meeting
I went to them again. The young man was now very happy to talk
to me, as the word I gave him was received so well by him. I noticed
the young lady was hanging onto her partner, so I tried again to
strike up a conversation with her. This time I saw some tears forming
in her eyes, so called my wife (Jean) over to give her some of her
motherly love. When that happened she wept openly. For the first
time in many years she was feeling the power of love flowing to
her and into her. The fact that we did not re-act negatively to their
appearance, that we struck up a conversation with them, showing
them how we loved and accepted them as they were, enabled the
Holy Spirit to not only use me to minister prophetically into their
lives, but earned us the right to take them into our arms and impart
Gods love into them. It is at times like that when I remember what
God said to me back in 1976:

“I am going to teach you how to love people.”
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And in remembering I give Him thanks for changing my heart and
attitudes toward those who are different to me.

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers”?

We have found that angels sometimes come dressed in strange
clothes and garish make-up. We must keep working on our attitudes
and on developing our people skills if we are going to see the power
of Gods love released to others in a greater way.

“And may the Lord make your love to grow and overflow to each
other and to everyone else, just as our love does toward you. This
will result in your hearts being made strong, sinless and holy by
God our Father, so that you may stand before Him guiltless on
that day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns with all those who
belong to Him” (1 Thessalonians 3:12-13, TLB).

This Scripture encourages us to keep increasing - or growing - our
love to one another, and toward all men.

Do not limit your love only to those you find easy to love.
God’s love extends to all.

“Do you love Me? . . . Feed My lambs and sheep.”
8 Give yourself a fresh challenge this week!

Make a definite effort to reach out to someone you don’t know well,
or don't know at all. You may very well be surprised at the results.
Who knows, you could discover a friend for life! Who knows, you
may be God’s angel on assignment! You may be the answer to
someone’s prayer, or a channel through which a miracle can flow.

Do it!



Some More Testimony Highlights

CHAPTER 17

Some More
Testimony

Highlights

Even though the 1980’s were pressure years for us, the Lord
continued to work in us, to speak to us and to prepare us for that
which was to come. 1984 was especially a year I won't forget. It
was a year where I experienced another encounter with God. The
Holy Spirit dealt with some areas of my personal life and challenged
me to a season of a two-hour-a-day prayer commitment. (My book,
“An Encounter With God,” tells more of how the Lord spoke to
me). At that time the Lord showed me the day was coming when
He would release me from the Senior Pastor’s role into that of
ministering to the world-wide, Body of Christ. It was a real time
of renewal for me personally.
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Also in 1984 T had a breakthrough in the area of guidance and from
a narrow mind-set, which had kept me from going overseas for
eight years. Even though I knew the door was open for me to return
to Fiji any time I wanted, I got this notion that I would not go
anywhere unless I got a specific invitation to do so. It took the then
President of the Elim Churches of New Zealand, Ian Bilby, to
challenge me on a burden he carried in his heart. While on holiday
he had felt the Lord speaking to him about something being wrong
in Fiji. lan had never been to Fiji at that point. The burden wouldn’t
leave him, so at one of our Leadership Training Camps in Otaki,
New Zealand, he gathered a group of men around the supper table,
all who had some interest in the Fiji Islands, and shared his burden.
Then he said: “There is really only person here who can go to check
out the situation in Fiji and that is you, Rodney.” He then directly
asked me to go to Fiji.

I had wanted to go to Fiji on many occasions during the previous
eight years, but that mind-set was blocking me. Now I was being
asked to go there by a man who had never been there himself! My
reply was that I'd love to go, but “unless God speaks to me I can't.”
At that camp I was sleeping in an old railway carriage, which I had
all to myself. I went to my bunk, buried my head in my pillow and
cried out to God to make His will clear. Within fifteen minutes I
clearly heard the voice of the Lord:

“You are to go to Fiji in the month of May, and you’re to take Jean
with you.”

Wow! It was already April, so if we were to go, things would have
to happen quickly. My logic said, “Jean won’t go.”

On arriving home I shared with Jean about Ians burden and how
the Lord spoke to me about us both going to Fiji. At the end of my
excited speech she replied, “I'll go.” That was a wonderful
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confirmation, for those of you who know my Jean, will know how
much she enjoys being at home and involved in her local church.

That night there also happened to be an Elders’ Meeting, so
I submitted the idea of my going to Fiji to them after telling them
of the events of the camp and Jean’s willingness to go with me.
When [ finished explaining, I asked them, “What do you think?”
Two of the elders spoke up simultaneously, saying, “We already
know!”

“What do you mean?”

“God has already spoken to us to release you to go to Fiji.”

The month of May came quickly and off to Fiji we went. As soon
as we met up with our hosts, Jean knew there was something
terribly wrong. The longer we stayed (three weeks) the more clear
it became. The Founder and Leader of the work was not in a good
place with God. People were talking, but were afraid to confront
him. We arranged to cancel our last week of meetings and go and
spend time with that couple.

They agreed.

But when the time came we were avoided by the husband.
It turned out to be a long, slow week.

However, we knew we needed to confront in love and so prayed
for God to give us the right moment. When it came we heard a
torrent of negativity and hurt pour out. I explained to him that I
had just come from New Zealand where I had been involved in the
standing down from ministry of a Pastor for less things than his.
Also that even though I was like a son to that Fiji Missionary couple
(they had no children of their own), I had to act impartially in
matters like this. I instructed him what he needed to do, and that
we were available to help if he wanted it. He heard me out, then
said: “I accept what you're saying is true, but I'm not prepared to
do anything about it.” The next thing I heard myself replying: “Well,
Brother, if you in your position as Leader of this work are not
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prepared to do anything about getting out of the mess you're in,
God will remove you.”

I was surprised at what I'd said.

From that moment he turned right off me and scarcely spoke
another word to me.

It was a terrible time.

[ felt I needed to share with two of his leaders what had happened
and what had been said. Jean and I then returned to New Zealand.

I had been home about three weeks when the telephone rang. It
was one of the two leaders I had shared with in Fiji. He said to me:
“Brother, the Word of the Lord has come to pass today.”
I replied, “What are you talking about?”

“Brother died this morning!”

The news hit me hard.

Tears coursed down my face as I tried to comprehend what the
Fijian leader was saying. The thoughts rushing through my mind
were on the power of the Word of God. I knew God had judged
the situation and had removed the non-repentant leader. That
experience gave me an awesome respect of the power of the
prophetic word.

It was a sobering experience to realize my words had come to pass
so quickly.

I returned to Fiji to conduct the very large funeral.

Friends, don't play around with God. Know that He means what
He says and declares in His Word. The grace of God goes out to
you right now, so don't abuse it.

There are times when we have to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians
4:15).

I know in each encounter I've had with God over the years, He
always shows me my own heart (which I never like seeing) in order
to show me His possibilities for me if I will respond to Him.
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@ If we don’t see our own heart as God sees it, we will never
feel the need to change.

For those of us who are leaders in God’s kingdom, we have extra
responsibility to respond to God’s dealings with us.

Since the removal of that leader in Fiji in 1984 we have watched
that group of churches grow considerably in the numbers of churches
planted. They have a great future yet as they will keep responding
to the Holy Spirit's guidance. The lesson here is that God will
remove people if they become an ongoing hindrance to what He
wants to do.

As we entered into the 19907 it appeared that everything was in
place for me to move out of Pastoring into the next stage to which
God was calling me. However, it did not happen as I thought it
would. I just ran out of energy and could not carry on. The more
I believed to get better, the worse I got. I had no choice but to lay
everything afresh upon Gods altar. As the news got out, the Christian
“experts” began expressing their opinions as to the reason I was as
I was. Their opinions fell into three categories:

1. The Satanists have cursed you.

2. Its your own fault (for not taking more time out).

3. God is at work to bring about change.

If we wanted to analyze those three opinions in the light of the
things we had been through, we could see how people came to
those conclusions. We did not accept the first one, because we had
learned that:

“You are of God little children, and have overcome them: because
greater is He that is within you, than he that is in the world”
(1 John 4:4, KJv).

We also knew that “the curse causeless cannot come” (Proverbs
26:2).
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The Satanists were regularly praying against us. We had knowledge
of that. (Some later told us of their involvement to “take us out.”)
We could accept the second opinion, for we have not been good
at taking time out from ministry. But, at the end of the day and, in
the light of a number of things we went through, we came to the
conclusion that it was really God at work, to wean us, redirect us
and help us to make the decision to leave Palmerston North. Both
of us had been in the city or surrounding area all of our lives and
in the church for over 30 years. It was now time to move on.

We had believed we were to relocate to the Fiji Islands to help the
work there and also to reach out to the other Pacific nations. Three
months prior to our planned departure date and, while we were in
Dunedin itinerating to raise support, the Lord began to challenge
us about our willingness to lay down the Fiji call. A series of events
quickly happened that confirmed a change of direction was about
to take place. It did and we finished up in Hamilton, New Zealand,
a city of more than 110,000. We had six years of happy, fulfilling
ministry, working out from the church here before nearly two
difficult years that were to force us into another major change.
1995 was the year when God opened new doors for me to minister
in the Northern Hemisphere. Prior to that I knew we were going
to minister in USA and Great Britain. We had an opportunity to go
in 1994, but I turned it down, as by then I knew we were to go in
1995. Doors opened for us to go to Hawaii, on to mainland USA,
Canada, Great Britain, Switzerland and Malaysia. We were away for
ten weeks.

Two weeks before leaving on that trip I was in an Elders Meeting.
We were in prayer about matters to do with the church. The next
thing I was in the Spirit and saw myself standing, preaching in a
church in Hawaii, ministering to a lady in a blue dress. She had a
wounded spirit. God gave me a sign that when I saw her compassion
would well up inside of me and tears would run down my face.



Some More Testimony Highlights

Even though I had never preached in Hawaii before, I knew I was
there, and knew God wanted to set a lady free of a wounded spirit.
When it was over and the prayer time stopped, I said to the rest
of the Eldership, “I don't know where you people have been, but
I've just been to Hawaii!”

Prior to our leaving we had a Regional Training Weekend. The Holy
Spirit challenged me to tell the people (about 130 of them) what
was going to happen in Hawaii. I didn’t want to, as I knew that on
our arrival home in New Zealand from that trip people would be
asking, “What about the lady in the blue dress?” I reasoned that if
it didn’t happen I would look foolish! So much for logic! But I told
them anyway. It pays to obey.

[ preached in only one church in Hawaii on that trip. When I faced
the congregation and began to speak I was amazed at the numbers
of women wearing blue dresses that day! Yet, as I preached, I had
this growing sense of destiny, that I was in the right place at the
right time with the right message for the right person. Slowly I let
my eyes and spirit work together to help me find the right blue-
dressed lady. When I saw her I felt this surge of compassion well-
up in me and tears came into my eyes. This was the moment God
had sent me thousands of miles for. I stopped preaching, walked
down the aisle to where that lady and her husband were sitting,
and shared with them and the church what the Holy Spirit had
shown me back in New Zealand.

Now there were three of us crying.

Then I began to speak to that precious lady, Jo Lynn Franks:
“Listen, T want you to be really honest with me, Sister. Have you
known what it is to be deeply hurt? I just want to say to you today,
there are parts of that hurt that you have never recovered from yet,
and I'm here for you today. Two weeks ago in New Zealand, I was
sitting in an Eldership Meeting when I was suddenly (in the Spirit)
in Hawaii ministering to a lady in a blue dress with a wounded
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spirit. I saw myself with tears running down my face, and this was
the sign to me that you are that woman. Today I want to tell you
that Jesus wants to break you free of all that past hurt. That this is
a new day for you . . . . Oh, God! How you have cried for Him to
raise you up. Oh, God! How you have longed to be able to rise and
to be that woman that your spirit tells you that you can be.
Is this right?

And the Holy Spirit wants you to know that all the time He has
been with you, and He loves you, and He cares for you my Sister.
And today, if you will let me, I would like to pray for you. Is that
alright, Sir?” (speaking to Bob, her husband). “Just reach your hand
toward this precious lady, folks. The Holy Spirit wants to do
something really special.

Oh, Father, I thank You for this precious lady. I thank You, Jesus,
that today You are mindful of every part of our lives, and in Jesus’
name, my Sister, I set you free from every trace of a wounded spirit
that has stopped you from rising to the heights that your spirit has
cried out to rise to. In the name of Jesus I release you from that!
This is a new day for you to arise in Jesus! Yes, my Sister, ‘Arise
and shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you’ (Isaiah 60:1). This is a new day for you if you can
accept it, and will believe the promise of God to rise. You shall rise
to levels you have never touched before in your God, and you will
minister in the power and anointing and the glory of your God,
just as your spirit has longed to. For this is the day of the Lord’s
visitation to you . . . And yes, you shall know what it is . . . you
will know what it is to be able to see into the hearts of people and
to see those, especially those that are hurting, and you will know
how to embrace them. You will know how to shed tears for them.
You will know how to heal them in My name, says the Lord, for I
am releasing you to bring healing to My body. Oh, yes! In Jesus’
name, in Jesus’ name! Thank You, Father . . . Oh, heal, Jesus! . . .
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lift that scar off the spirit, let it be healed in Jesus’ mighty name.”
(The above has been taken off the tape.)
It was a wonderful moment in God.

After the service we were taken out to lunch with Bob, Jo Lynn and
the Pastors wife, Darlene Walker. Jo Lynn shared her heart with us.
A few years before, as a single young woman, she had become close
to the leaders of a world-renowned Christian ministry in mainland
USA. So close, in fact, that the leader and his wife called on her to
baby-sit their children. She was soon introduced to the Associate
Leader’s family and began baby-sitting for them. At first it was only
on weekends, but then they began to call on her one night a week,
then two, then three. Not knowing how to say no to them, slowly
but surely that kind-hearted lady was becoming a slave within the
Christian organisation she worked for. Something had to snap,
which it did, and she had to give up the work she had loved. But
that ordeal had left her with a wounded spirit.

Then she said some amazing things. She said: “You know, I really
thought I was healed of that wounded spirit, but two weeks ago
something happened in my life that made me realize I wasn't. And
this horrible realization settled on me. That not only was I not
healed, but I didn’t know how to get healed.”

“Two weeks ago” was the time when the Holy Spirit was
revealing to me far away in New Zealand what He was sending us
to Hawaii for.

Isn’t God good?!

Then she went on to tell us, “Here’s another interesting thing. I
never wear blue. Blue is not my colour. But last week my father
sent to me from USA a box with two new dresses. This dress was
one of them. I wore it today to honour my father.”

Before she even received that dress in the mail the Holy Spirit knew
she would wear it in church that day and showed me to look for
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a lady in a blue dress. Just goes to show you, folks, God already
knows what clothes you'll be wearing two weeks from today! So,
why worry?

Jo Lynn shared this with me. “About two weeks before you came
to Kauai (Hawaii), I had been hurt by a lady in our home Bible
Study Group. I don't remember now what it was about, but what
I do remember is that it brought back a flood of hurts that I had
experienced in Texas. I had no idea that they were still there and
to such a degree.

I have a very giving and loving nature and sometimes when you
give to others they take advantage of you. I have had a lot of people
take advantage of my giving nature over and over again, and it had
left a lot of scars. I thought I was over them, but when a very small
incident happened in Kauai, all of the pain from those past hurts
came flooding back. I knew God didn’'t want me to have
unforgiveness and I began seeking Him and praying for the pain
to go away. I had no idea that He loved me so much that He would
speak to a Pastor thousands of miles away, just to let me know that
HE LOVED ME!

[ am so thankful that the Lord did release me of all those past hurts
and I do have a real heart for those who have been hurt!

You were correct when you said there were many ladies in blue
that day. T had some ladies come up to me and show me their blue
dresses after church. I only had my outfit for a few days. It was the
first time I had worn it to church. The Lord knew every detail!”

That experience so encouraged me. I left Hawaii on a real high on
our way to mainland USA. In my ignorance I had accepted an
invitation to speak in one meeting at a Ministers’ and Missionaries
Conference in Columbus, Georgia. When I accepted that invitation
I thought Columbus was somewhere near Los Angeles! One day,
after I had accepted, I thought I had better get a map and find out
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exactly where Columbus was.

Yikes!

It was across the other side of USA!

What were we to do?

By faith we decided to go and see what God would do.

We had quite a long stopover at Los Angeles, so we took a hotel
and tried to catch-up on some sleep. At about 7:45 p.m. I woke
up, sat bolt upright in bed with the word of the Lord for that
Conference in Columbus. It was a revelation on “The Conflicts of
The Call of God from the Life of the Prophet Jonah.” I was the
second-to-last speaker at that Conference, a total unknown to all
but the convenor. When I spoke, T poured my heart out to those
precious leaders who had travelled from far and wide. The word
of knowledge, the word of wisdom and discerning of spirits began
flowing out of me and all over the meeting people were openly
weeping. God was speaking to them. That one meeting opened the
door for me to return in 1997 to be the guest speaker at another
of those Conferences, which was held in Enterprise, Alabama.
From Columbus we flew to Dallas, Texas, where I had been invited
to minister at “Christ For The Nations” for several days. That was
such a wonderful, awesome time for us. To be a part of a large
campus, inputting into more than 1,100 students, was a privilege
we have treasured ever since. God used us to be a blessing
to so many.

That first visit to “Christ For The Nations” was especially important
to Jean and me. The invitation to go there had come at a crucial
time in our lives after we had put out “a fleece” to find out whether
or not God wanted us to continue to major in our ministry here in
New Zealand, or to launch out further afield more on the international
scene. Things had transpired that it seemed to us that man had
“interfered” with the fleece process and it had upset us somewhat.
We had to lay everything down on God’s altar once more. The very
same day that we completed the last task involved in doing that,

125



126

I came home to find a fax waiting for me. It was the
invitation to go to “Christ For The Nations” to minister.

Mel!

A Kiwi from New Zealand!

Again God showed us He can open the right doors at the right time
for the doing of His will. How thrilling it is to know for sure that
God is working on your case! Let us never forget that God always
was, always is, and always will be, bigger than man’s methods
and plans!

(It was my privilege to return to “Christ For The Nations” for my
second time of ministry in March, 1998. The Lord used me to speak
prophetically into the lives of some key leaders, as well as a number
of the students.)

We ministered in different parts of USA over a period of a month
before flying to Canada for a few days and then onto Great Britain
where I represented the New Zealand Elim Churches at the U.K.
Elim Ministers’ Conference at Prestatyn, Wales. An itinerary had
been arranged for me to speak before and during the Conference.

Our first introduction to the U.K. was a really blessed one. I found
my ministry was very well received and the people were hungry
for Holy Spirit ministry. The Conference itself was a great experience.
There was a very strong move of God’s Spirit and an awareness of
His presence. One night I will not forget in a long time. I was sitting
on the platform in the second row behind five of the top Elim men.
A crowd of over 1,000 were enjoying a fantastic meeting, worshipping
and singing from their hearts. Then, over the noise of the people,
[ heard a growing roaring sound. It seemed as though it was coming
down from the ceiling on the right hand side of the building from
where I was sitting. There was a whoosh and the five men and their
chairs were swept sideways into a heap of men, chairs, microphones
and cords! It was a sovereign display of the power of God, and it
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happened right in front of me - two feet away! The meeting was
electric. Yes, I was pleased to be there - and that close.

Why things like that happen I don't always know.

But I'm glad they do.

We need to experience more of the awesome sovereignty of God!

During that Conference I was privileged to speak in five meetings.
One at 7:00 a.m. together with four in the big tent in the afternoons.
Apart from the churches I had ministered in prior to the Conference
I was a virtual unknown as a speaker. The first tent meeting was
about a quarter-full. The second about half-full. The third about
two-thirds full. But in that third meeting something wonderful
happened. As I was preaching [ had this sense that there were
numbers of people receiving words from the Holy Spirit to share.
So I asked for those who were receiving things in the Spirit to put
their hands up. About 30 hands went up. That was it for preaching
that day. The rest of the time was taken up in getting those people
to share their words, prophecies and other revelations. Every word
evoked an immediate response. Something was released in the Holy
Spirit that afternoon. The fourth meeting was packed, with people
standing around the inside of the tent. What a difference the ministry
of the Holy Spirit makes!

From Great Britain we flew to Zurich, Switzerland, for six days.
A young couple, who had gone out from the Hamilton Elim Church
(New Zealand), were actively involved in pioneering an English-
speaking church and helping in a growing youth outreach. For
some months the Leadership had been praying for a breakthrough
in the Holy Spirit and it happened while we were there. In one of
those meetings we again sensed that the Holy Spirit was working
amongst the people, giving them words of knowledge. When 1
enquired as to who was receiving words, about 30 hands went up.
It was great seeing and hearing those people sharing what the Lord
had given them. Some had received several words of knowledge to
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share. That evening was the launching pad to bring about the
releasing of the Gifts of the Spirit in that young church. Today, that
young couple, Tony and Anita Donaldson, are back in Hamilton.
Tony is a key member of “The GFM” Team, handling the accounts,
financial transactions, stirring vision and preparing for further Holy
Spirit ministry with us.

One more stop on that world trip took us to Malaysia (where I had
been twice before). There, I was the speaker at a “Full Gospel
Business Men’s Fellowship” Banquet in Ipoh, as well as speaking
in the “Canning Garden Baptist Church.”

Since that trip I have now ministered several times in USA and UK.
Each time the Lord has blessed and challenged me with the great
need for equipping the saints.

In the second half of 1995 God began to speak to me about the
possibilities of running short term, up to 12-day “International
Training Schools,” where different nationalities could come together
to have intense impacting times of improving Leadership skills,
learning to recognize character traits and getting Christians released
into the prophetic ministries. I began to share my concept with
several fellow Pastors and, each time, I had a very positive response.
After a time of prayer and further discussion, a team came together
who wanted to be a part of the equipping process. A process which
included placing a teaching manual into the hands of everyone
who would attend an ITS.

Not long after, I was recommended by a leader in the UK (Rev. T.
Gordon Hills) to a leader in the Philippines (Bishop James Isaguirre).
He invited me to run an ITS in Manila in 1996. That became our
opportunity to see how the concept would work. Seven leaders
went from New Zealand to conduct the 12-day ITS, which was
very successful.
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Over 200 Filipino leaders attended.

A manual was produced and is currently being used all over the
Philippines, and has since been distributed to other countries.
We launched the ITS in New Zealand in 1997 and it went very
well. Numbers flew in from other nations and New Zealand. Pastors
have commented on the positive changes they’ve seen in their
people that have attended.

Currently the ITS is run in other nations (with varying lengths of
time) under the vision statement of “Equipping For Leadership in
the Nations Through the Power of The Holy Spirit.” For me, that
statement is very important. If the Christian Church doesn't place
a high priority on equipping its people with leadership skills, we
are planning to fail. We will never be able to hold any fruit in
revival. We will remain locked up in a “playing church” mentality.

As T grow older, my heart desires to be more and more involved in
the equipping of people. Some of the highlights of my ministry are
found there. My heart is to see others have the privileges I have
had in the ministry. I love to see men and women ‘make it good’
in God!

8 Love equips!
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CHAPTER 18

Observing
The Apostle Paul

Iiis very interesting to observe the character and heart-beat of the
men and women of the Bible. When I was a young Christian I used
to hear some describe the Apostle Paul as a bit of a “hard man” and
a “woman hater.” As I have meditated on his teachings and life, I
have found him to be quite different. He was a genuine “heart man”
who really desired the very best for those he mentored in the faith.
He had so much to say on the subject of our loving one another,
of how important it is. This chapter is devoted to some of his
teachings on love.

It is about such an issue that he declared:

“And now I will show you the most excellent way.
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,
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I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love,
I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my
body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians
13:1-3, NIV).

{8 He knew that genuine love in our hearts for God - and one
another - is more important than all the spiritual “heights”
to which one can rise.

We should all covet the ability to speak in the tongues of men and
angels, flow in the gift of prophecy, fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, have a faith that commanded mountains to move, feed
the poor and even sacrifice our life unto death. It is a very sobering
thought that it is actually possible to achieve all those spiritual
things, yet at the same time to be devoid of love. This should
cause us to look very carefully at our priorities.

Paul was not anti those things. He knew only too well that in the
absence of true, genuine love, we would be opening ourselves up
to a wrong emphasis, even deception.

{8 Love always makes the motivation right.

He gave his life to help others come into those powerful giftings
from God. He lived to see others effectively trained in the matters
of God. In matters of the Holy Spirit ministry.

For example, look at his heart cry when he said:

“For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual
gift, to the end you may be established” (Romans 1:11, KJv).

Think of what he was saying here.
He earnestly desired (thats a strong language of love) to be with
people in order that he could share, pass on and impart those things
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that he had received himself, and which made him successful in
his ministry to them.

8 He saw the importance of imparting spiritual gifts through
a love motivation.

The end result was the establishing (i.e. the firm implantation) of
usefulness into the lives of those who received from Paul’s life,
ministry and example. Because he so loved people, he desired to
share with them everything he had received from God! Thats a
genuine love.

‘8 Are we guilty in our day of sacrificing genuine love
relationships in our pursuit of spirituality?

‘8 Why is it that so many Christians are afraid to love?

‘8 Why is it that we are often weak in the area of reaching out
to build friendships?

‘8 Why is it that many are reluctant to open their hearts and
homes to those outside their small circle of contacts?

Sometimes the reasons lay in issues resulting from previous attempts
at building relationships that have failed and proven hurtful. The
resulting rejection has caused numbers to withdraw into a more
isolated life-style, which brings no real enjoyment.

Loneliness follows.

Negative mindsets develop.

We become more and more introverted.

All of these things work against our reaching out to build genuine
friendships based on love, trust and respect. All of which we need
to have for each other. It’s a two-way street!

8 Every Christian should be very good at loving others!

Because of what Christ has done for us, and His Spirit now having
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taken up residence within us (Colossians 1:27; John 14:23), we
are free to walk in His kingdom principles.

e The Number One principle is loving!

e It comes before anything and everything else!
e It is the most excellent way!

e There is nothing more important, or urgent!

Yet it seems that we are happy to carry on seeking to better ourselves,
focusing in on our selfish needs, studying the Bible, singing, praying
and praising, rather than accepting the truth that we only love
God as much as we love one another. That’s the proof of
Christianity.

Don't forget that it was Jesus who told us the way the world would
recognize that we are His disciples is by our love one for the other
(John 13:34-35).

Not our good works, worship, prayers, meetings and other good
Christian activities in which we might be involved.

8 Our love for one another!

This comes through strongly in Paul’s teachings.
He said:
e “Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13, N1V).

* “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you”
(1 Thessalonians 3:12, NIV).

* “Regarding life together and getting along with each other,
you don’t need me to tell you what to do. You’re God-taught in
these matters.

Just love one another! You’re already good at it; your friends all
over the province of Macedonia are the evidence. Keep it up;
get better and better at it” (1 Thessalonians 4:9, The Message).
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Modern Christianity appears to have fallen a long way short
on this.

However, I believe the Holy Spirit is speaking to us - stirring us -
to get our priorities right and into Biblical order.

Love must come first on our list!

‘8 “Don’t just pretend that you love others: really love them . . .
Love each other with brotherly affection and take delight in
honouring each other” (Romans 12:9-10, TLB).

The Amplified says: “[Let your] love be sincere - a real thing . . .
Love one another with brotherly affection - as members of one
family - giving precedence and showing honour to one another.”

8 People know when our love is genuine.

8 It speaks louder than our words and reveals itself through
our body language and actions.

Recently I was ministering at a church camp and had a number
of young people in the 12-17 age group come one after the other
for prayer.

They were responding to my love more than my preaching.
I couldn't help notice that when I prayed and put my hand on their
head, or my arms around their shoulders, or embraced them, they
put their arms around me and hugged me. There was a powerful
flow of the love of God passing between us.

e They longed to be loved!
* To feel the powerful love of God.

The age barriers disappear, the differences melt away when we can
minister the love that comes from the Father’s heart. The tears
flowed freely. Not tears of sin, discouragement or disappointment,
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but tears of joy in response to God’s love for them. Those are
beautiful moments in God, and I treasure them dearly.

Paul had further things to say about love:

{8 “Long ago, even before He made the world, God chose us to
be His very own, through what Christ would do for us; He decided
then to make us holy in His eyes, without a single fault - we who
stand before Him covered with His love. His unchanging plan has
always been to adopt us into His own family by sending
Jesus Christ to die for us. And He did this because He wanted to.
Now all praise to God for His wonderful kindness to us and His
favour that He has poured out upon us, because we belong to His
dearly loved Son. So overflowing is His kindness towards us that
He took away all our sins through the blood of His Son, by whom
we are saved; and He has showered down upon us the richness of
His grace - for how well He understands us and knows what is
best for us at all times” (Ephesians 1:4-8, TLB).

Look at the love of God that pours through Paul’s anointed words!
We are covered with God’ love!

Isn't it therefore a very natural thing for us who are a part of God’s
great family of love, that the same love should be flowing out from
us to touch others?

{8 “Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making
allowance for each other’s faults because of your love” (Ephesians
4:2, TLB).

‘8 “Follow God’s example in everything you do just as a much
loved child imitates his father. Be full of love for others, following
the example of Christ who loved you and gave Himself to God as
a sacrifice to take away your sins. And God was pleased, for
Christ’s love for you was like sweet perfume to Him” (Ephesians
5:1-2, TLB).
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The Message puts it this way:

‘& “Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who
learn proper behaviour from their parents. Mostly what God does
is love you. Keep company with Him and learn a life of love.
Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but
extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but
to give everything of Himself to us. Love like that.”

Paul endeavoured to live and love like that. He knew there was no
greater way to serve God, to please God, or to honour God. Likewise
he knew there was no greater impact that could be made than to
demonstrate God’s love to men and women everywhere in a love-
starved world.

It is no different today.

People everywhere are crying out for a true expression of love.
They long to be accepted and understood; to be loved.
They are tired of the world’s cheap counterfeit which the Bible
calls lust.

The challenge for us is to be aware of the fact that it is only the
Spirit-filled Christian, made clean and new by the powerful blood
of Jesus shed on Calvary that can in any way demonstrate the true
love of God. “God is love” and, to love truthfully, we must know
the God of Love, living in our hearts. The “Father’s heart” must beat
in us. It must so impact us that we see others through His loving
heartbeat. Life, ministry and our effectiveness as Christians and as
individuals, all function much more powerfully when we are
motivated by the love of 1 Corinthians 13.

‘8 How well do you express your love?

Do you struggle with, or do you know, that beautiful freedom in
the Holy Spirit to freely express His love to others?

My plea to the Christians world-wide is that we return to our “first
love” that is spoken about in Revelation 2:1-7. That was the time
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in our life when nothing was too much bother when the opportunity
came to serve God, or to serve people. We had not yet experienced
some of the disappointments that come our way when we put
ourselves out for God and others. We hadn’t faced the mis-
understandings and criticisms that happened when we sought to
please, but had our efforts misconstrued. The resulting hurts and
discouragements had not yet spoiled our desire to serve, or yet
damaged our tender spirits. This is the challenge of love. To rise
again, to reach out, even when we feel we are going to be hurt
even further!

8 1t’s not the easy way, but it is the right way.
{8 It is the Jesus way.

When we are not flowing in our “first love” it is because we have
fallen from our “first works” (Revelation 2:2-5, KJV).

The Word of God challenges us to put first things first!
The first thing is to “Love the Lord our God with all our heart,
soul, strength and mind; and to love our neighbour as ourself.”

There is nothing greater than these two Commandments! Jesus
would not separate them and nor can we. Love for God is
demonstrated in our love for people: our fellow human beings
“who have been made in God’s likeness” (James 3:9, NIV).

The Apostle Paul showed great admiration and gratitude to other
believers. He spoke it out to the point where it has been captured
into the pages of Biblical Scripture. We can learn from him and
likewise carry a similar heart of love for fellow believers in our day
and generation.

Listen to his heartbeat as he makes the following statements in the
Book of Romans:

8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all . . .”
(Romans 1:8, KJv).
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{8 “God, Whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the
Gospel of His Son, is my witness how constantly I remember
you in my prayer at all times; and I pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. I long
to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to
make you strong - that is, that you and I may be mutually
encouraged by each other’s faith. I do not want you to be
unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you
...” (Romans 1:9-13, NIV).

‘8 “And patience develops strength of character in us and helps
us trust God more each time we use it until finally our hope
and faith are strong and steady. Then, when that happens, we
are able to hold our heads high no matter what happens and
know that all is well, for we know how dearly God loves us,
and we feel this warm love everywhere within us because God
has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love”
(Romans 5:4-5, TLB).

Knowing that God loves us, and is totally committed to us, gives
us tremendous confidence. So many doubt the love of God for
them! Let us not do that any longer but know the total commitment
of His love for us. It has been said that if you or I were the only
ones on this earth, God would still have sent His very best and only
Son (Jesus) to die for us! So much is His love to us!

‘8 Know also that Jesus has never loved you more than He
loves you right now!

“Let us have no imitation Christian love. Let us have a genuine
break with evil and a real devotion to good. Let us have real warm
affection for one another as between brothers, and a willingness
to let the other man have the credit. Let us not allow slackness to
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spoil our work and let us keep the fires of the spirit burning, as
we do our work for God” (Romans 12:9-11, J.B. Phillips).

Christian love must be real.

8 There is no room for cheap imitation.

It is something which we must continually keep working at.
Relationships have to become strong enough to survive the many
testings that come our way; those which come to cause separation
and division. These always cause hurt, and hurt makes us withdraw
and become isolated from the “Body of Christ.”

“Dearly beloved . . .” (Romans 12:19, KJv).

“I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love
that the Spirit gives: join me in praying fervently to God for me.
Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judaea and
that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to God’s people
there. And so I will come to you full of joy, if it is God’s will, and
enjoy a refreshing visit to you” (Romans 15:30-32, GNB).

When we walk in “the love that the Spirit gives” we long to renew
fellowship with those we know in the Lord. I know for me, I always
long to return to places around the world where I have previously
ministered. Why? Because I have had the privilege of meeting very
precious people there and have grown to love them in a real way.
Whenever those times happen, it is always “a refreshing visit.”

“Phoebe, a dear Christian woman from the town of Cenchrea,
will be coming to see you soon. She has worked hard in the
church there.

Receive her as your sister in the Lord, giving her a warm Christian
welcome. Help her in every way you can, for she has helped many
in their needs, including me” (Romans 16:1-2, TLB).
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“Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have
for my life laid down their own necks . . .” (Romans 16:3-4, KJV).

J.B. Phillips Translation puts it this way:

“Shake hands for me with Priscilla and Aquila. They have not
only worked with me for Christ, but they have faced death for
my sake.

Not only I, but all the Gentile Churches, owe them a great debt.
Give my love to the little church that meets in their house.”

Here, Paul acknowledges the true love-motivated ministry of Priscilla
and Aquila. They were living according to the principles of 1 John
3:14-16. In their genuine love they were willing to lay down their
lives for their Christian friends.

“Say ‘hello’ to Ampliatus, whom I love as one of God’s own children”
(Romans 16:8, TLB).

“. .. and beloved Stachys” (Romans 16:9, TLB).

“Then there is Apelles, a good man whom the Lord approves; greet
him for me” (Romans 16:10a, TLB).

“And give my best regards to those working at the house of
Aristobulus” (Romans 16:10b, TLB).
“Remember me to Herodion my relative” (Romans 16:11a, TLB).

“Remember me to the Christian slaves over at Narcissus House”
(Romans 16:11b, TLB).

“Greet Rufus for me, whom the Lord picked out to be His very
own; and also his dear mother who has been such a mother
to me” (Romans 16:13, TLB).

“Give my love to Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and to
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Olympas, and all the Christians who are with them” (Romans
16:15, TLB).

The aforementioned Scriptures give us a clear understanding of the
heart of Paul. He loved the Roman Christians! Their love and
fellowship meant so much to him. No doubt his love and fellowship
meant so very much to them too.

8 They knew genuine love relationships!

Paul’s love was not confined to the Roman believers. We see a little
of the tremendous love relationship he had with the Christians at
Ephesus through the following verses of Scripture:

“And when they arrived he said to them: You yourselves are well
acquainted with my manner of living among you from the first
day . .. How I did not shrink back from telling you anything that
was for your benefit . . . And now, observe, I perceive that all of
you, among whom I have gone in and out preaching the kingdom,
will see my face no more. Therefore I testify and protest to you
on this [our parting] day that I am clean and innocent and not
responsible for the blood of any of you . . . Take care and be on
guard for yourselves and the whole flock . . . to shepherd the
church (that is, tend and feed and guide the church) . . . Therefore
be always alert and on your guard, being mindful that for three
years I never stopped night or day seriously to admonish and
advise and exhort you one by one with tears. And now, brethren,
I commit you to God - that is, I deposit you in His charge, entrusting
you to His protection and care.

... You yourselves know personally that these hands have
ministered to my own needs and those [of the persons] who were
with me . . .

Having spoken thus, he knelt down with them all and prayed. And
they all wept freely and threw their arms around Paul’s neck and
kissed him fervently and repeatedly,

Being especially distressed and sorrowful because he had stated
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that they were about to see his face no more. And they accompanied
him to the ship” (Acts 20:18-38, AMP).

What a powerfully emotional scene that was! The one who had
poured out so much of his life into those Christians was now about
to depart out of their lives for the last time. I can imagine that the
departure took a considerable period of time as the people and Paul
hugged and kissed each other repeatedly. Love had grown strongly
between them over the previous three years, to the point that to
entertain the thought of Paul leaving them for good was a very
difficult and emotionally upsetting time. Those leaving with Paul
expressed it in a very feeling kind of way:

“And when we had torn ourselves away from them and
withdrawn . . .” (Acts 21:1, AMP).

I often find the departing times in Christian ministry to be very
hard. Having spent time ministering God’s Word, imparting His
love and ministry gifts among the many nationalities, one does
build up close relationships with individuals and churches and
people groups. 1 find that I can build close relationships very quickly
and so it is always difficult for me to say “Good-bye” to my new-
found friends. I often have to “tear myself away.” For that reason
there is always a strong desire for me to return to those places again,
because I long to renew the fellowship and friendships with those
I have previously met. Theres no doubt that love and compassion
in one’s life means that the departure times are often tearful ones.
To this day I still correspond with scores of people in many countries
by letter and e-mail, as I desire to develop and continue genuine
love relationships to the glory of God.

Pauls love was shown to the church at Philippi.
Let’s glean a little of his heart from the book of Philippians:

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you . . . for your
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fellowship (“act of partaking, sharing, i.e. partnership, communion”
- Bullingers) in the Gospel from the first day until now; being
confident of this very thing, that He Who has begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is
meet (“just, right” - Strongs) for me to think this of you all, because
I have you in my heart . . .” (Philippians 1:3-7, KJv).

“How natural it is that I should feel as I do about you, for you
have a very special place in my heart. We have shared together
the blessings of God, both when I was in prison and when I was
out, defending the truth and telling others about Christ. Only God
knows how deep is my love and longing for you - with the tenderness
of Jesus Christ.

My prayer for you is that you will overflow more and more with
love for others, and at the same time keep on growing in spiritual
knowledge and insight, for I want you always to see clearly the
difference between right and wrong, and to be inwardly clean, no
one being able to criticize you from now until our Lord returns.
May you always be doing those good, kind things which show you
are a child of God, for this will bring much praise and glory to
the Lord” (Philippians 1:7-11, TLB).

With a heart like that, is it any wonder that the people listened to
Paul’s teachings, responded to them and grew in their walk
with God!

{8 Love opens hearts, opens doors and releases ministries.
‘8@ Love makes us to consider the other person.
8 Love is not selfishly motivated.

‘@ Love always wants to do the best for others.

& Love in action is what demonstrates to others that we are
the children of God!
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“Therefore, my dear ones . . .” (Philippians 2:12, AMP).

“Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved” (Philippians
4:1, KJV).

Stop for a few moments and consider the strong feelings of love
Paul expresses here in these verses. There has obviously been a
powerful knitting together of hearts as true brothers and sisters in
the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Here’s another expression of Philippians 4:1:

“My dear, dear friends! I love you so much. I do want the very
best for you. You make me feel such joy, fill me with such pride.
Don’t waver. Stay on track, steady in God” (The Message).

Won't it be great when the Christians finally get their act together!
Think what church and fellowship meetings would be like if we all
came together with the kind of feeling for one another as Paul
expresses here in Philippians 4:1. The power, the ecstasy, the health,
the wealth of such relationships and fellowships! I would like to
think that we will see such demonstrations of Christian love before
Jesus returns.

Why not?

It really should be “the norm” right now!

Paul’s heart of love for people is revealed again in his writings to
the church at Thessalonica:

“We loved you dearly - so dearly that we gave you not only God’s
message, but our own lives too.

Don’t you remembert, dear brothers, how hard we worked among
you? Night and day we toiled and sweated to earn enough to live
on so that our expenses would not be a burden to anyone there,
as we preached God’s Good News among you. You yourselves are
our witnesses - as is God - that we have been pure and honest and
faultless toward every one of you.
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We talked to you as a father to his own children - don’t you
remember? - pleading with you, encouraging you and even
demanding that your daily lives should not embarrass God, but
bring joy to Him who invited you into His kingdom to share
His glory . . .

And then, dear brothers . . .

Dear brothers, after we left you and had been away from you but
a very little while (though our hearts never left you), we tried
hard to come back to see you once more. We wanted very much
to come and I, Paul, tried again and again, but Satan stopped us.
For what is it we live for, that gives us hope and joy and is our
proud reward and crown? It is you! Yes, you will bring us much
joy as we stand together before our Lord Jesus Christ when He
comes back again. For you are our trophy and joy” (1 Thessalonians
2:8-20, TLB).

Paul’s reward would be to see those people he loved very dearly
standing with him before the Lord at His coming. He was not
ministering and sweating throughout his life with his eye on a
heavenly crown alone. No, he knew that Christianity is all about
loving God and people. He knew and understood the Biblical
principle that he only loved God as much as he loved people. And
again and again in his writings he expresses his great love for the
people. As we look at his love - and measure it - we can only
conclude that Paul the Apostle loved God very very much.

‘8 How much do you love God?
‘& How much do I love God?
8 The answer is found in how much we love people!

“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you”
(1 Thessalonians 3:12, N1V).
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The Amplified Bible adds another word:

“And may the Lord make you to increase and excel and overflow
in love for one another and for all people, just as we also do

for you.”

It is the word “excel” and it means:

8 “To superabound - in quantity or quality - make abound, have,
have more abundant, exceed, increase” (Strongys);

8 “To be superior to (another or others); surpass. To be
outstandingly good or proficient” (Collins).

That’s how our love for one another should be!
Excelling!
Excellent!

“Next, as regards brotherly love, you don’t need any written
instructions. God Himself is teaching you to love each other, and
you are already extending your love to all the Macedonians. Yet
we urge you to have more and more of this love, and to make it
your ambition to have no ambition! Be busy with your own affairs
and do your work yourselves. The result will be a reputation for
honesty in the world outside and an honourable independence”
(1 Thessalonians 4:9-12, J.B. Phillips).

8 Increasing love!

& Excelling love!

8 Testimonial love that impacts the world!
& John 13:34-35 kind of love!

“Greet all the Christians there with a holy embrace”
(1 Thessalonians 5: 26, The Message).
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Throughout Paul’s writings he emphasizes the need for Christians
to be genuine and honest in their love relationships. A holy embrace
is just one expression of that. Several other translations use the
terminology: “Greet one another with a holy kiss” (NIV) or “a
sacred kiss” (AMP). I have found there to be various “freedoms” in
expressing greetings through “the holy kiss.” Some cultures are
quite open in doing that, while others are much more traditional
and conservative, keeping to the formal handshake. It’s what is in
the heart that really counts. For me . . . I'm adaptable and am happy
to conform with whatever is acceptable to those I am amongst. 1
do not usually have a problem in expressing love to people in a
variety of ways.

In Pauls letter to Timothy he gives a special mention of Onesiphorus
and his family:

“May the Lord grant [His] mercy to the family of Onesiphorus,
for he often showed me kindness and ministered to my needs -
comforting and reviving and bracing me like fresh air! He was
not ashamed of my chains and imprisonment [for Christ’s sake].
No, rather when he reached Rome he searched diligently and
eagerly for me and found [me].

May the Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord
on that [great] day! And you know how many things he did for
me and what a help he was at Ephesus better [than I can tell you]”
(2 Timothy 1:16-18, AmP).

Here we have an example of love and gratitude for a family that
stood with a brother when others had forsaken him. Onesiphorus
demonstrated love, faithfulness, loyalty and commitment to Paul
at a time when Paul was in need of encouragement. He had been
feeling the “hurt” and “pain” of other Christians “turning away”
from him (v.15); Christians whom he had grown to love, trust,
respect . . . Christians into whom he had poured his life. The love
relationships that appeared to have been built had no meaning for
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Phygellus, Hermogenes and numbers of others as they deserted
Paul in his time of need. They had not learned that true love is a
commitment. It goes the second mile. At such a distressing time,
Onesiphorus showed his love to a man of God who was incarcerated
for his faith. He stood by Paul at a time when Paul needed someone
to be there for him.

<& That’s love!

Every one of us goes through experiences in life when we feel
forsaken by others. When those we love, honour and respect the
most, and with whom we have shared the intimacies of our heart,
turn on us, or become instruments in causing great hurt and pain
to us, it is a devastating thing. The tears flow, the mind races with
all kinds of negative thoughts and the utterances from our mouth
often increase the damage. I know what this is like. During the
writing of this book, my love for some Christians has been severely
tested as I have felt that I've been misunderstood and mistrusted
while in very difficult circumstances. However, I am also pleased
to say that the very essence of this book has contained healing
therapy for me; continually reminding me of the powerful verses
in God’s Word that challenge me to love my fellow Christians in
the same way that Jesus loves me. It hasn't been easy, but it is so
blessed to have the heart and spirit released from any sense of
unforgiveness or bitterness toward others. “Thank You, Jesus!”

There’s no mistaking the clear message of Jesus and Paul from the
Scriptures. We must love one another as Jesus loves us. May
their hearts of love be our heart of love as we seek to build better,
brighter relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ in the
days ahead.

The Scriptures quoted in this Chapter must surely challenge the
Christian Church in this age to re-consider what Her priorities
really are. Have we allowed the church “programme” to so cloud
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our minds that we no longer know the power of love for one
another? Have we a need to be taught the “art of loving” our fellow
human beings? What is the sense of a whole lot of Bible knowledge
in our heads if we are unable to communicate love from our hearts
one to the other? What’s the purpose of it all if we are impersonal,
loveless and often “cold” in our attitudes one toward the other,
often right within the confines of the same church fellowship? In
many ways it seems we have “missed the plot” of what Bible
Christianity is all about and, until such time as we reset our priorities
as to what Christianity really is all about, we will continue to see
the churches and society going in a downward spiral into
hopelessness and despair. And that is a tragedy of tragedies! For
the Bible does contain the keys to all of humanity’s problems, all
of which is culminated in these two things:

1. Loving God through Jesus Christ with all our heart, soul,
strength and mind, and
2. Loving our neighbour as we love ourselves.

In both cases LOVE is the dominating force. Therefore, if love is
not the dominating force of our life, then we have missed the plot!
We have religion instead of reality, religion instead of Christianity!
May the teachings of Jesus and Paul, the two greatest proponents
of New Testament Christianity, powerfully affect the way we treat
and respect our fellow Christians and our neighbour! Both majored
on the necessity for the love of God to fill and motivate our lives!
And when the love of God is doing that within us we will demonstrate
it in the loving of one another. We cannot separate our love for
God as being different to our love for people! Thats how we measure
our love for God!

‘8 What is your “love gauge” reading right now?
Full? . . . Half-full? . . . or . . . Empty?



Love Releases God-knowledge

CHAPTER 19

Love

Releases
God-
Knowledge

When the love of God in our hearts is released toward others,
relationships are built in such a way that we are able to minister
very powerfully into the lives of those people. There is an impartation
of compassion, of caring, of love, and of knowledge. It feeds people.
Back in Chapter 14 we read of the challenge of Jesus to Simon Peter
about how much he really loved God: “Do you love Me more than
these?” When Peter answered in the affirmative, Jesus told him to
“feed” His lambs and to “feed” His sheep.

‘& Love feeds.

The love of God actively outworking from our lives also releases
knowledge. In 1 John 4:7-8 we are told:
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“ ... Everyone that loves is born of God, and knows God. He
that loves not knows not God; for God is love.”

What a powerful statement! The true knowledge of God has
everything to do with the love of God.

8 Our ability to love determines our ability to know.

Knowledge of God, without the corresponding love for God is
useless! It is theory and not reality. It is secular rather than spiritual,
and only spiritual knowledge can bring about the necessary
understanding to build relationships with God and man. If there
is not a personal knowledge of God in our life, on what kind of
knowledge are we depending? Likewise, if there is no love of God
in our heart for our neighbour, what kind of Christianity are
we displaying? True knowledge is directly proportional to our
ability to love.

& Love knows!

The word “know” used in the above two verses is from the Greek
“ginosko” meaning “to perceive, observe, obtain a knowledge of or
insight into. It denotes a personal and true relation between the
person knowing and the object known, i.e. to be influenced by
one’s knowledge of the object, to suffer ones self to be determined
thereby” (Bullinger’s).

It is very easy for us to quote Scriptures, to believe certain doctrines
and to devote our time to further study of the Bible, but unless
there is that inter-mingling of our personal life with the God of
Love and the people for whom the love is to be shared, it all becomes
rather impersonal. Is this a major reason why Christianity has lost
so much of its punch in the Western world in the beginning of the
21st century? Have we lost the art of building relationships with
our neighbour or even our fellow Christian believer? The knowledge
of God comes out of relationship with God the All-knowing Knower!
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‘8 Do we know God?

“Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship
with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first
thing about God, because God is love - so you can’t know Him if
you don't love . . .

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought
to love each other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one
another, God dwells deeply within us, and His love becomes
complete in us - perfect love!

This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in Him, and
He in us: He’s given us life from His life, from His very own Spirit”
(1 John 4:7-13, The Message).

The challenge to the Christian today is to allow the reality of our
beliefs and knowledge to be worked out with others. We need to
realize that the secular world really doesn’t care at all what we
believe. What's more they are not too interested. To them most of
us are weirdo’s (they’d be even more convinced if they really knew
what we believed!). But what the world out there is crying out for
today is to be loved.

Yes, LOVED!

The very thing Jesus challenges the Christian on - “that you love
one another” - is the very need of the world right now! It is also
their cry! They are longing to be loved, to be accepted, to be
understood. Life has not been kind to them (in spite of what they
say!). They're hurting. They've been cheated. Their understanding
of, and experiences with, love has let them down. God’s answer to
that cry is His love being poured out through His disciples. That’s
why ordinary people like you and me need to get the message of
this book deep down into our hearts and understanding. We only
love God as much as we love people!
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“For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen,
cannot love God, whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20, NIV).

Yes, we can measure our love for God. And we need to know
the measure of that love. For it is as we face up to the challenge
of this truth that we will put ourselves forward to improve the way
we build our relationships. For too long we have been too superficial
in our relationships. We have been too easily offended. True love
knows how to rise above that. The truth of the matter is that
Christians cannot afford to live that way. Too many are affected by
our example. People need to know that God loves and accepts them
“right where they are at.” And that includes their seeing a positive
acceptance from us, His followers. They must feel His love for them,
through us!

This message of the love of God at work in us is the very foundation
of the Christian faith. The Apostle Paul yearned that we would
know the love of God as being the very foundation of our life:

“I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with
power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge -
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to
Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:16-21, NIV).

If this portion of Scripture doesn't stir you, I really wonder what
will? Here we see this amazing love of God that is so great, so
powerful, that it goes beyond our knowledge and understanding!
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8 Love is greater than knowledge!

8 Love is what makes a Christian a Christian.
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CHAPTER 20

A Tribute
To My Dad

As 1 have worked on this book, I have often thought of the
“highlights” of my ministry. Right near the top of the list has to be
the joy I had seeing my own Dad come to Christ in his later years,
and then grow on in God. This chapter is set aside as a small
‘remembrance in honour of him.”

When I was young, even before marriage, and contemplating the
call of God on my life, I struggled somewhat to understand the
timing of His will for my life. Up until the time I was married I
worked on the family farm with Dad as my employer. When I
became a Christian the desire to stay farming dissipated quite
quickly. My heart was toward developing an understanding of the
purpose of God for my life. This obviously showed itself and several
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times Dad would try and get me to “put off” the call until a later
stage in my life. He had been brought up to work hard, save his
money and then in later life enjoy the fruits of one’s labours. At
that stage he did not understand the things of the Spirit of God
and so he looked at it from a very natural viewpoint. In his younger
days he had been brought up quite strictly in a certain church. On
Sundays he had the choice of going to church three times, or staying
home and working very hard on the family farm at Woodville, not
so many miles away from Palmerston North. (A different farm from
that which I was brought up on). The result of that rigid upbringing
meant that as soon as he left school and home, he went away from
church. Those early influences affected him for many years. There
were times when we had some upfront conversations, with my
putting forward the baptism of the Holy Spirit experience as making
all the difference in my life, and his defending the more religious
style of thought with which he had been brought up.

While still on the farm, T went through a major testing over the
issue of guidance. I had been pressured by some zealous fellow
Pentecostals that I had to “go into all the world and preach the
Gospel” (Mark 16:15); “that now was the time and tomorrow could
be too late.” T allowed those thoughts to dictate my life and so 1
decided I was going to leave the farm and go out evangelizing.
When [ spoke to my father about leaving to do “that,” he re-acted
in such a way as to let me know I was thinking very foolishly. He
talked me out of it. To this day I believe God used him to stop me
from making such a hasty move. I was by no means ready and my
life could have taken quite a different direction to that which it
finally did.

Over the years as the family prayed for Dad (by now everyone else
in the family was a Christian) we saw him slowly but surely change
and mellow toward the things of God. From a point of being rather
antagonistic toward my becoming a Christian minister he gradually
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changed to accept “the inevitable.” When he came to me and offered
the use of his car if ever I needed it to go out to take meetings, or
to perform other Christian ministries, we certainly knew things
were changing for the better. However, he didn't yield to Jesus fully
at that point. It actually took a crisis in Jean’s family (when some
members separated out of the church) that spoke very strongly to
Dad. The last thing he wanted was his own family to split. (We
have always been a close family). When the time came for our next
church family camp, Dad decided he was going to come to camp
with us! We were so excited. That was a major decision on his part!
The camp speaker that year was Pastor Les Covic, who, at that time
was Pastoring the Hamilton Elim Church! On the Sunday morning
of that camp, Pastor Les wanted families to gather together at the
front of the meeting place and there he would serve us the Holy
Communion emblems. Our family were somewhat anxious as we
all knew that Dad had always had a “hang-up” over the taking of
Communion. The church that he was brought up in did not celebrate
Communion. When the time came for families to go forward, we
sat there, wondering what would happen.

Would Dad come with us?

Would we go forward without him?

What should we do?

We didn’t have to wait long to see.

Dad himself stood up, gathered all his family together and the five
of us (plus some of Valerie’s children) walked to the front of the
church. It was one of those beautiful moments in life. There, kneeling
at the altar, Dad gave his heart to Jesus and partook of the Holy
Communion bread and wine.

Our family was now complete in Jesus!

From that time on, Dad came to church and started making up for
all the lost years of his walking without the Lord.

It was not too long after that when a water baptism service was
arranged for several candidates. The church was growing and the
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kingdom of God was being increased. Dad talked to me about
wanting to be water baptized!

What a joy it was for me to be able to baptize my own father. Talk
about highlights in life, this had to be another of them. What a
great evening that was! To stand together in the baptismal pool,
then to “bury” him in the waters of baptism and see him rise up
out of that water praising God. 1 find it hard to think of words that
are applicable for such an occasion.

Then came a Sunday morning service I will never forget. It was in
the Palmerston North Elim Church. My younger sister Joan was
playing the piano and Jean was playing the electronic organ. I was
sitting on the platform (we did that a few years back) as the service
was progressing. Joan came over to where I was sitting and shared
with me how she believed the Holy Spirit had just spoken to her
that “there were a number of people in the meeting who had never
been filled with the Holy Spirit and, if they responded by coming
to the front, then everyone who came would be filled.” I thought
about that for a few minutes and then stood up and shared with
the church what Joan had shared with me. I gave an altar call for
all those not filled with the Holy Spirit to come forward and to be
filled. Then I waited for the response. It seemed like I may have
made a mistake, for the place went very quiet and not a soul moved.
What would have been only a few moments seemed like “hours”.
Had Joan got it wrong?

Was I wrong to believe her?

I wondered what was going to happen next?

Then . . .

My Dad stood up from his seat (about halfway back in the church)
and came walking down to the front. Tears filled my eyes as I saw
him coming toward me. I moved toward him and we fell into each
other’s arms. Instantly he was speaking in tongues over my shoulder
and I was pouring out tears over his. We stood there in a powerful
father son embrace, while the Holy Spirit did a sovereign work of



A Tribute To My Dad 161

grace! It was a touch of heaven on earth!

That morning about eight people responded to the call to be filled
with the Holy Spirit. And eight people were filled with the
Holy Spirit!

Joan got it right!

How glad T was that I listened, stopped the meeting and made that
altar call. My Dad remained very close to me, and me to him, right
up to the day of his death.

Two days prior to Dad being baptized in the Holy Spirit my eldest
sister Valerie had lunch with our parents and the subject of the
Holy Spirit came into the conversation. Valerie was led to challenge
our Dad that he needed to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. She left
to spend the weekend with family and was so delighted on her
return to hear of Dad’s experience on the Sunday, and how that the
Lord had used her as well in encouraging him to be filled with
the Holy Spirit. His three children were all involved in that
wonderful blessing.

In April, 1992, two weeks after Jean and I had moved from
Palmerston North to Hamilton, the Lord took my Dad home to his
eternal reward. It was time for him to go. Pastor Les Covic came
and conducted the large funeral. It was fitting that he did, as he
was so instrumental in the leading of my Dad to Jesus.

Dad’s passing released my Mother and Joan to move to Hamilton
to join Valerie, Jean and me. That has meant that we as a family
could continue to work together serving our Lord. All I can say is
“God is good!”
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CHAPTER 21

A Time
To Recap

I trust that 1 have been able to clearly share what is in my heart
on the powerful subject of love. May the Biblical way of measuring
our love for God impact us so as to penetrate deeply into our hearts.

To complete this book, let me do a recap of some of the statements
that have been made . . . just to refresh your memory:

8 We do reap what we sow, i.e. if we sow love, we will reap love.
If we sow hurt, we will reap hurt.

“Whatever measure you use to give - large or small - will be
used to measure what is given back to you” (Luke 6:38, TLB).

We set the standards, by what we do first!
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8 True love for God makes us address the depth of our love

for people.

Far too often we have not stopped to consider exactly what the
Scriptures have to say about love and love’s conditions.

“How can a man say that he loves God whom he has not seen,

if he does not love his own brother who he has seen?”
(1 John 4:20).

8 Our spirituality is measured by God in terms of our relationships

with our fellow Christians.

Why do we struggle to love one another?
Why are we afraid to love?

Love is God’s answer to fear!

“Perfect love casts out fear . ..” (1 John 4:18).

8 When love is actively working in our life we become very positive

people. Love - God’s kind of love - gives us a security that
nothing else can!

8 We want to be spiritual and close to God, but we tend to ignore

His Number One injunction that this happens as we allow His
love to flow from our hearts to others.

We cannot truly love God without loving our neighbour, and
we cannot genuinely love our neighbour without loving God.
Our love for God is measured by our love for people.

8 People know if you love and accept them.

We cannot separate love for God and love for people.

If we struggle to love people, then we haven't fully discovered
the key to Christianity.

Love for God is demonstrated in our love for people.

8 All the study, seeking and sacrificing in the world - even in the

name of God - is useless, if we do not take the time to build



love with the people.
The test of our love is whether or not we're willing to lay down
our life for others (1 John 3:14-16).

8 How is your love for others developing?
Love is God’s way, God’s standard and God’s command to anyone
who identifies themselves as a Bible Christian.

8 Love is the priority! It always was and always will be!
Everything in the kingdom of God is motivated by, and works
in, love.

Even “faith works by love” (Galatians 5:6).

& Love feeds!
“Feed My lambs . . . Feed My sheep” (John 21).

8 Love releases the dynamic of God that reveals to all, that we are
His disciples (John 13:34-35).
It is the demonstration of genuine, practical love of the Christians,
one for the other, that is going to impact and change the world!

8 Love and compassion releases the Holy Spirit to work.
Wherever I go, people love to be loved, affirmed and encouraged.

{8-“Without love we are nothing” (1 Corinthians 13)!
Every Christian should be good at loving others!
It is the Number One principle.
It comes before all other things!
It is the most excellent way.
There is nothing more important or urgent.

‘8 How well do you express your love?
There is no room for cheap imitation.
Our love must be genuine.
Love opens hearts, opens doors and releases ministries.
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Love makes us consider the other person. It is not selfishly
motivated.
It always wants to do the best for others.

8 Our ability to love determines our ability to know.
Love releases knowledge.
Love surpasses knowledge!

Yes, we can measure our love for God. And we need to know
the measure of that love. It is according to how much we love
one another. I love God only as much as I love my brother and
sister in Jesus Christ. That’s an awesome challenge, but then,
God loves to give us awesome challenges. This one has to be
the greatest.

As we ponder on the things of God, on life itself, and His call and
claims upon us, it is very helpful indeed to know that we do have
a way of measuring just how much we really love God. It is directly
according to how much we sincerely and genuinely love
one another!

Since I have known this command of God, it has challenged me
on many, many occasions, to re-adjust my thoughts, opinions,
attitudes and actions toward others. I know that T only love God
as much as I love that brother and sister who may be trying my
patience, who may have a personality that I find difficult to deal
with, who has criticized me for things I've done, or who has spread
malicious rumours. These things are all challenges to my relationship
with God and people. How I deal with them, and how I build the
bridges with them, determines the measure of my love for God.
After all, they are created in His image and, maybe . . . just maybe
... God has put that “difficult” person into the same church
fellowship as me, or has caused that person’s personality to be His
means of polishing the vessel (me) that says he loves God? Maybe
God is using the criticism to test the very motives of my heart so
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that I can become more like Jesus and carry even more of His love
in my heart for others?

That’s how I measure my love for God . . . How about you?

My prayer and desire is that you have been helped, as well as
challenged, by the contents of this book. May the love of God be
the motivating force in all your life, your friendships and your
ministry for Jesus. That love can then reach out to all of His people
and the world. There is no greater way than the way of Gods love,
flowing from His heart to ours and out to others.

Yes! You can measure your love for God!
How does yours measure up?
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